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NATIONAL COMPETITION COUNCIL, POLICY 

557. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Treasurer:  
This question is about national competition policy, and relates to previous question without notice 502.  

(1) When does the National Competition Council’s role in the oversight of national competition policy roll-
outs cease, and will that role, including the ability to reduce competition payments, be carried on by the 
federal Treasurer after this period?  If so, by what authority?  

(2) When will national competition policy tranche payments cease, and if they cease after the National 
Competition Council’s role in oversight is finished, what arrangements have been agreed to in the 
following periods? 

(3) Can the minister please table the details of any correspondence and decisions made at the Council of 
Australian Governments meeting of 3 November 2000 relating to implementation of national 
competition policy, including correspondence to and from COAG, Treasury and the National 
Competition Council, and also relating to compliance penalties within and beyond the period of tranche 
payments?  

(4) Is the Treasurer aware of any representations by the State Government to the National Competition 
Council, or to COAG, expressing its view when the State Government has not necessarily accepted the 
National Competition Council’s interpretation of public interest, or on behalf of the range of community 
and industry groups unhappy with the National Competition Council’s interpretation of the public 
interest?  If so, can he provide details of actions taken by the State Government?  

The PRESIDENT:  In giving the call to the Minister for Racing and Gaming, I am sure the House will view with 
sympathy any request to table any lengthy answer and have it incorporated in Hansard.  
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank you, Mr President, for encouraging the House to a certain course of action.  However, the answer is not 
particularly lengthy.  

Hon Ken Travers:  Relative to some.  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Relative to some answers.  The copy of the member’s fourth question in front of me is 
slightly different from the question the honourable member read out.  The question I have states -  

(4) Is the Treasurer aware of any representations by the State Government to the NCC and to 
COAG . . .   

However, I do not think that the slight difference alters the answer in any material way.  The Treasurer has 
provided the following response -   

(1) The National Competition Council’s role in the oversight of each jurisdiction’s obligation to complete 
the legislation review program will end after the June 2003 assessment is completed.  The NCC will 
have a smaller ongoing role, which will include reviewing each jurisdiction’s progress with water 
reform, and an oversight role of reviews of new legislation.   

(2) National competition policy tranche payments will continue until at least 2005-06.  The Council of 
Australian Governments has not yet decided the arrangements for the periods beyond 2005-06.   

(3) The communiqué from the COAG meeting of 3 November 2000 is attached.  

(4) Each year the State Government enters into discussions with the NCC as part of the State’s obligation to 
report on its progress in implementing the national competition policy and related reforms.  Following 
the 2002 NCP assessment process, the State Government has been engaged in discussions with the 
NCC over the public interest arguments for retaining anticompetitive restrictions in the areas of retail 
trading hours, potato supply and marketing arrangements, and liquor licensing regulations.  Partly based 
on the strength of the State’s arguments, the NCC has agreed to delay making a final recommendation 
to the commonwealth Treasurer on these matters until after the June 2003 assessment process.   

I table the document headed “Decisions Regarding National Competition Policy” from the COAG communiqué.   

[See paper No 676.] 
 


